
Dear Parents,

Welcome to the Hudson City School District Integrated Preschool Program where we strive to provide
an environment that positively encourages the physical, social, emotional, adaptive, intellectual, and
language development of each unique child in a safe and nurturing setting.  Our program provides an
early intervention and educational foundation for all children, including children with disabilities. Our
small class sizes and variety of instructional strategies enable our students to realize their unique
potentials while exploring their environment and developing in many areas as they prepare for
kindergarten. Integrating children with varying abilities provides our young children with a belief
system that is conducive to positive character building and overall compassion.

The preschool handbook has been prepared to communicate with parents about the policies and
procedures that govern the operation of our program. If you have questions about any aspect of the
school, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or me. We are committed to working as
partners to continually improve student learning through open communication, shared beliefs and
active involvement among students, their families, businesses and the Hudson community.  I look
forward to working with you and your child this school year.

Our preschool team is looking forward to a wonderful year of learning and growing together with your
child and family.

Sincerely,

Bet� Trivell�

Beth Trivelli
Principal/Preschool Director



HUDSON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

District Vision

The Hudson School Community will unite to empower our students to achieve uncharted levels of

success.

District Mission

We provide an educational program that maximizes the intellectual, physical, social, and emotional

development of each child in a safe, nurturing, and diverse environment.
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

It is the policy of this District to provide equal educational opportunities for all students, regardless of
race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation and transgender identity), disability, age
(unless age is a factor of necessary to the normal operation or the achievement of any legitimate
objective of the program/activity), religion, military status, ancestry, genetic information, place of
residence within the boundaries of the District, or social or economic background.  All students and
other members of the District community are encouraged to promptly report incidents of
discriminatory conduct to the District’s Compliance Officers, Kelly Kempf (330-653-1426) and Tom
Barone (330-653-1207).  The District’s Compliance Officers can provide additional information
concerning access to equal educational opportunity and on District policy, which may be accessed at
www.hudson.k12.oh.us by clicking on the BOE and selecting Policies/Procedures (Policy 2260).  Under
no circumstances will the District threaten or retaliate against anyone who raises or files a complaint.

Note: This statement is based on Board of Education Policy 2260, Nondiscrimination and Access to
Equal Educational Opportunity.

3

http://www.hudson.k12.oh.us/


Table of Contents

Telephone Numbers 5

McDowell Early Learning School Daily Schedule 5

Parent Drop Off and Pick Up Procedures 5

Absences 7

Birthdays 7

Blackboard Notification 8

Class Parties 8

Classroom Snacks 8

Delayed Start 8

Parent Contact Information 9

Technology (Wearables) 9

Preschool Program Description & Philosophy 10

Preschool Program Information 10

Preschool Program Goals 10

Curriculum & Assessments 11

Daily Schedule 11

Preschool Special Education Services 12

Preschool Related Services 13

Peer Models 13

Preschool Parent Involvement 14

Preschool Licensing 14

Resources for Families 15

Preschool Behavior Management/Discipline 15

Communicable Disease Policy 16

4



McDowell Early Learning School
Quick Reference

Telephone Numbers
Any questions or concerns can be directed to the specific department or staff indicated.

Attendance Line 330-653-1300
Office/Principal 330-653-1226
Guidance Office 330-653-1182
Clinic 330-653-1239
Transportation/Bus Garage 330-653-3355
Safe Schools Helpline 800-418-6423 ext. 397

Office Hours 7:30 – 4:30

McDowell Early Learning School Daily Schedule
Students enter the building when the bell rings at 8:50 a.m. and go directly to their homerooms.
Classes begin at 9:00 a.m. Students who arrive tardy (after the 9:00 a.m. bell) need to have their
parents sign them in at the office. Students who arrive after 11:00 a.m. or leave before 2:00 p.m. are
considered absent for half a day. For safety and security reasons, please be prepared to show photo
identification if you are picking up a child from school.

All Day Kindergarten
8:50 a.m. Students may enter the building
9:00 a.m. Tardy bell rings - Classes begin
3:45 p.m. Dismissal

AM and PM Preschool/Half Day Kindergarten:
9:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 1:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Parent Drop Off and Pick Up Procedures
In order to make the environment safe and orderly for our students, we will continue to utilize specific
procedures for the drop-off and pick-up of students.

Drop-Off
Please enter the driveway farthest from the building. Students should be dropped off at the front of
McDowell, no earlier than 8:50 a.m./12:50 p.m.  An adult will meet each preschool student and escort
them from their vehicle into the building.  Please be patient as the students get out of their cars. This is
crucial for the safety of our students.
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Pick-Up
At 11:45 a.m./3:45 p.m. children will be walked to the front of McDowell.  Preschool students will be
walked by staff to their cars.  Please be careful as you pull out of the parking lot due to the large
amount of traffic.
Students who normally travel home on the bus each day must have a written note from a parent each
time another arrangement for going home is necessary.

Responsibility for Child
The school’s responsibility for supervision begins at 8:50 a.m. (12:50 p.m. for PM students) when the
students enter the building and ends when the students are dismissed at the end of the day, as well as
on bus transportation to and from school. Students on school grounds before 8:50 a.m (12:50 p.m. for
PM students) or after dismissal should be under the direct supervision of their parents, coach, club
supervisor or other adult.

Please notify the school in writing in advance of a change in a student’s arrival or departure time due to
medical or dental appointments. Students will be called to the office to meet their parents when they
have an appointment. Students always need a note for a change in their after-school routine.
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Building Level Information

Absences
Any time a student is absent or late to school, it is necessary to call 330-653-1300.  This attendance line
is in operation 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please state the following: child’s name, parent’s name,
teacher’s name, date of absence, and a brief reason for the absence.  Requests for make-up work
cannot be made on the attendance line.  Please contact the school office to arrange make-up work.

Regular attendance by all students is very important. In many cases, irregular attendance is the major
reason for poor school work. Therefore, we urge you to make appointments, do personal errands, etc.,
outside of school hours, as much as reasonably possible. Because attendance is important to us, we
will be sending attendance letters home to those students who are absent frequently.

The educational program offered by this District is predicated upon the presence of the student and
requires continuity of instruction and classroom participation. Attendance shall be required of all
students enrolled in the schools during the days and hours that the school is in session.  In accordance
with this statute, the Superintendent shall require, from the parent of each student of compulsory
school age or from an adult student who has been absent from school or from class for any reason, a
statement of the cause for such absence. The Board of Education reserves the right to verify such
statements and to investigate the cause of each single absence or prolonged absence.  House B410 is
new legislation (April, 2017) about how school districts keep track of and report absences. In addition
to HB410, the elementary schools will only accept ten (10) parent excusal notes per year for a student.
After the ten parent excusals have been exhausted, students need to bring in a doctor’s note for
additional absences.  If there is no doctor documentation, these absences will remain unexcused and
count toward truancy.

Birthdays
Birthdays can be a special time for children, especially when they can celebrate their special day at
school with classmates, teachers and staff. Because these treats are often messy, may contain allergens
(peanuts, tree nuts, gluten, dairy,etc.), and are non-nutritious, only non-food items may be used for
birthday treats.  Some options could be:

· Please feel free to arrange a time with the classroom teacher to read your child’s favorite
book (or send the book in for the teacher to read if you are unavailable).

· Provide each student in the class with a small party favor like pencils, erasers, stickers, etc.
· Donate a ball or jump rope which can be used for the classroom for outdoor recess or a
game for indoor recess.

We ask that you do not send invitations to parties at your home unless you are inviting the entire class
or all of the boys or all of the girls.

Thank you for helping your child celebrate his or her special day while following these guidelines. This
will help us keep kids safe and will reinforce healthy habits that you teach at home. This information is
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also posted on the K-8 building websites at www.hudson.k12.oh.us For Families.

Blackboard Notification

District and building news is shared through the Blackboard Notification system. Once you register on
the District website and select your subscriptions, you will begin to receive links to emailed
announcements, news and other important information about what is going on in our District,
buildings and classrooms.

Hudson Schools are “green.”  Most newsletters and flyers are posted on the website or emailed to you
as a link to more information.  If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school
office and information can be sent home with your student.

Class Parties
Room parents work with the teacher to organize three holiday parties each year: Halloween, Winter,
and Valentine’s Day. All elementary buildings will follow the same menu for each party.  The items on
the menu follow the Nut-Free Snack List and are the only food items allowed into classroom parties.
When planning games and/or prizes, please make sure food items are not part of the activity. This will
help eliminate any food allergy issues.

Classroom Snacks
Classroom snacks will be provided by parents.  Please send in a small snack and drink with your child
each day.  Water will be provided for students who do not bring a drink.  Please do not send in any
snacks or treats containing nuts, peanuts, and peanut butter products for daily snacks, parties, or
classroom celebrations. Classrooms are considered “Peanut/Tree Nut Free.”

All PreK-5 elementary classrooms are nut-free. ALL classroom food, including snacks, must be nut-free
as specified on the Nut-Free Snack List which can be found on our building’s and the district’s websites.
Most fresh bakery items like donuts, cupcakes, cookies are prohibited because bakeries are using nut
products somewhere in the bakery.

We ask that you do not send invitations to parties at your home unless you are inviting the entire class
or all of the boys or all of the girls.

Delayed Start
A 2-hour delayed start for schools may be used when appropriate. The decision will be made based on
the extended forecast for the day and police/city road advisories. By allowing snow crews extra time for
clearing roads, the District may decide to hold a shortened school day, which does not count as a
calamity day.  The school district will use the same notification system for the 2-hour delayed start as is
used to cancel school; this includes the school phone system, and TV and radio station announcements.
We will also post the information on our website.

Should school be delayed by 2 hours, elementary school students, K-3, will be served a no-choice lunch
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due to limited preparation and reduced delivery time.  Students with allergies will receive the
appropriate foods. Typical lunches will be available at East Woods.

We are encouraging parents to make plans now in order to be adequately prepared should the district
announce a 2-hour delayed school start for weather. Please take into consideration any advanced
childcare arrangements that may be needed.

HCER before school childcare (Explorer Zone) will not be held on a 2-hour delay start day.

2-hour Delay of School Start Time Schedule:

School Delayed Start Time End Time (no change)

McDowell All Day K 11:00 a.m. 3:45 p.m.

McDowell  AM PS & AM K No school ---

McDowell  PM PS  & PM K No delay, 1:00 p.m. 3:45 p.m.

Ellsworth Hill 1st &  2nd

Grade

11:00 a.m. 3:45 p.m.

East Woods Intermediate 10:55 a.m. 3:40 p.m.

Parent Contact Information
Parents will be able to update their phone contacts within Home Access Center (HAC). It is important to
review and update this information.  All updates will be within Home Access Center including our
auto-call system for families to receive calls regarding important information which includes
announcements and school closings.

Technology/Wearables
As the “Internet of Things” continues to evolve and revolutionize, wearable technology is becoming
increasingly popular.  Smart watches that incorporate activity trackers and have the ability to make
phone calls and send messages are perhaps the most notable among wearables.  Gizmos watches,
popular among younger students, help them stay connected to their parents in a safe, more controlled
way. Hudson City Schools permits students to wear Gizmos watches and other wearables as long as
they do not cause a distraction and are used appropriately. We recommend that parents turn off all
games during the school day. Also, students should not use a wearable during school hours to call
home. If a student is ill or has a concern, he or she should go to his or her teacher or trusted adult, and
the adult will take care of the student.  Our goal remains to support student use of technology
responsibly.
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Preschool Program

Preschool Program Description & Philosophy
We strive to continue to provide an environment that positively encourages the physical, social,
emotional, adaptive, intellectual, and language development of each unique child in a safe and
nurturing setting. Our preschool provides an early intervention and educational foundation for all
children, including children with disabilities. Our small class sizes and a variety of instructional
strategies enable our students to realize their unique potentials while exploring their environment and
developing in many areas as they prepare for kindergarten. Each classroom has students with special
needs as well as typically developing peer models. Licensed special education teachers teach the
classes and differentiate the curriculum to meet the needs of all our learners. Our maximum class size
is 14 children with a teacher and 2 teacher aides in the classroom which provides a low student-adult
ratio. Integrating children with varying abilities provides our young children with a belief system that is
conducive to positive character building and overall compassion.

Preschool Program Information
● 4 days per week (Monday-Thursday)
● AM Session 9:00-11:45, PM Session 1:00-3:45
● Placement is based on the school district’s Kindergarten zones.
● Transportation may be provided for peers.
● Tuition is currently $1,500 per year.
● Peer models must be 3 years old by September 1st of the school year they enroll
● Peer models must be toilet trained.

Preschool Program Goals
● To provide developmentally appropriate activities for children.
● To engage children in active learning which includes a balance of quiet and active play.
● To teach children to respect and appreciate individual differences.
● To recognize the uniqueness of each child and work creatively to develop a plan to guide each

child’s progress.
● To encourage every child to learn through instructional methods which include a variety of

approaches.
● To help children develop their physical, social, emotional, and intellectual potential.
● To provide an environment that encourages exploration and optimizes the child’s experiences of

success.
● To integrate children with varying abilities, and therefore provide an optimum experience.
● To encourage development of a positive self-image.
● To involve children’s families in the program, and to make resources available to them.
● To include a parent involvement program
● To encourage and enhance the independence of each child’s skills in the cognitive,
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sensory-motor, communicative, adaptive, social-emotional, and aesthetic domains within their
present and future environments.

● To review children’s progress in the program and communicate such with their parents. This is
done three times per year with individual report cards; district-wide parent conferences twice
per year, and at least annually, an individual student IEP meeting for students with disabilities.

● To provide a well-rounded program that allows for individual creativity and helps develop
children’s sense of security and independence.

● To prepare students both academically and socially so they are ready for kindergarten.
● To ensure preparation for the future learning environment by collaboration with Kindergarten

teachers and developing transition plans with parents.

Curriculum & Assessments
The adopted curriculum for the preschool program is AEPS (Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming
System).  The curriculum includes the following developmental domains: Adaptive, Cognitive,
Communication, Sensory-Motor and Social Emotional, and is aligned to the current Ohio Early Learning
Content Standards. We also utilize additional resources and developmentally appropriate activities to
meet the needs of all of our students.  Each classroom has play centers in order to promote choice
making and problem solving by students. Daily planned activities provide opportunities for children to
engage in age-appropriate, exploratory learning activities designed to promote learning goals. The daily
schedule is designed to provide balance between teacher-driven and child-directed learning
experiences. Related service providers, such as speech therapists, occupational therapists, and physical
therapists are also in the classroom providing specialized services.  Our early childhood curriculum
themes foster independence and creativity in the context of the child's experiences and development.
Through a wide variety of activities the children explore new ideas and concepts.

We use several instruments to track student progress including: AEPS assessment checklist, Brigance
Early Childhood Screen, Early Learning Assessment, and Child Outcome Summary.  A report card is sent
home at the end of each trimester and parent teacher conferences are also offered in the fall and the
winter for all parents.

Daily Schedule
Our daily schedule is designed to meet the criteria for a developmentally appropriate program.  A
theme approach is often utilized in planning activities.

Arrival: All students are greeted at the bus or car by a preschool staff member.  Students transition to
their classroom and participate in self-care activities before they begin table activities (play dough,
puzzles, manipulatives, fine motor activities).

Circle Time: The group experience provides an opportunity for children to learn to participate in large
group activities.  Children learn to take turns, participate in group discussions, and to follow and
anticipate daily routines. These activities typically include  weather, songs/fingerplays, ABC activities
and number concepts.
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Choice Time: Also known as free play, activity time, or work time, this is the most important part of
each classroom. Children select from available play/learning opportunities to explore their own
interests and build their skills. Teachers often will work with students individually or in small groups
during this time to meet individual needs.

Snack: Eating together provides a valuable social experience for preschool children, as well as a
chance to work on eating skills, table manners, and polite conversations. All classrooms are NUT FREE
and parents are asked to review the safe snack list on the district’s website.

Gross Motor Time: Young children love to move! Outdoor play allows children to vigorously move
their whole body while enjoying a range of activities, such as climbing, sliding and running. When the
class is unable to go outside due to the weather, gross motor activities are done either in the classroom
or the bike room.

Self-Care: Time is provided each day for children to develop and practice self-care skills, such as
toileting and washing their hands. Another important part of self-care is taking off/putting on coats,
shoes, hats and gloves along with packing/unpacking backpacks.

Story Time: Reading is vital to children’s school success. Children are read to everyday in the preschool
program.

Music: Music is incorporated into the daily schedule. Music helps develop language and social skills,
provide smooth transitions and add to the enjoyment of rhythm and rhyming words.

Preschool Special Education Services
Some children may demonstrate developmental delays in one or more of the following areas:  adaptive
behavior, cognitive skills, communication skills, hearing, vision, gross or fine motor skills, and
social-emotional skills.  Through a detailed multifactored evaluation process, a child may be identified
as having a disability as defined by state and federal law.  Children with identified disabilities receive
services according to their IEPs (Individualized Education Plans) as developed by a team consisting of
parents, early childhood intervention specialists, general educators, and an administrator with related
service staff such as speech therapist or other therapist participating as appropriate.  The following
services are provided through Hudson City Schools and the Preschool Program:

● Center Based Services occur at McDowell Early Learning School as students attend the
preschool program.  Center based services consist of 2.75 hour classes Monday through
Thursday for a total of eleven hours per week, in classrooms that include children without
disabilities. If your child has an identified disability and an IEP (Individualized Education Plan),
specially designed instruction and related services as required by your child’s IEP will be
delivered within the school day.  On Fridays, students do not attend school; however,
professional staff conduct consultation among service providers and families, IEP meetings,
assessments, professional development, observations, and other activities that support
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children’s needs.

● Itinerant Services for children with disabilities are provided by a licensed intervention specialist
who may serve students at home or in a preschool/daycare within the Hudson City School
District.  The itinerant teacher offers services as outlined on the child’s IEP.

● Itinerant Related Services are provided by licensed therapists (OT, PT, SLP) for students not
enrolled in the Integrated Preschool Program.  These services are typically provided in a therapy
room at McDowell Early Learning School or at a community site as determined by the student’s
IEP.

Preschool Related Services
Speech-Language Therapy
A speech language pathologist (SLP) works with children with identified communication needs in each
classroom.  Our program focuses on classroom based communication intervention and encourages
teachers to embed students’ goals into the routines and activities of the preschool classroom. The SLPs
provide service to the children in a variety of ways. The therapist provides many opportunities for
practicing language within a class setting and with peer interaction while playing and working.  Their
presence in the classroom allows our teachers and aides to observe ways to encourage language in all
settings.  However, some students may need speech therapy services in a small group setting outside of
the preschool classroom.

Occupational Therapy
Our occupational therapist works both in the classroom and the OT/PT room. The OT works with the
whole class one day a week to provide opportunities for fine motor and self-regulation development as
well as sensory integration. The OT helps students with self-help skills, correct posture, pre-writing
skills, sensory calming, and awareness activities. The OT encourages correct posture during schoolwork,
prewriting skills needed for future written communication skills, and sensory calming and spatial-
awareness activities. The OT assists the team with promoting good self-regulation skills and uses
multimodal stimulation strategies to help with learning.

Physical Therapy
Our physical therapist and the PT assistant work with students who need help with gross motor
activities in the school environment. PT helps students maneuver in all areas of the school and has
them exercise to strengthen and tone muscles.

Peer Models
Peer models are an important part of our preschool program as they provide models of language and
social interactions for our students with disabilities. To meet the needs of our students and preschool
program, we will use a screening method to select peer models. The small group screening allows the
preschool team the opportunity to observe, evaluate, and select children who demonstrate strong skill
development in communication, social and play, as well as a high level of independence and
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compliance in a group setting. Peer applications are completed online in early January. Selected
students begin in the preschool program the following August.  Peer applicants must…

● Be residents of Hudson City School District

● Be three years old by September 1 (of the school year they will attend)

● Be fully toilet trained

● Demonstrate strong communication and social skills

● Participate in the Peer Screening Day in February

Preschool Parent Involvement
Our program believes that parents are our children’s first and most significant teachers and that
children learn best when their parents are active participants in the educational process. We
encourage parent and family involvement in the program by providing on-going classroom/program
information via school-to-home communications and by offering a range of parent/family focused
services and activity options.
These options include:

● Regularly scheduled conferences, at least two per year
● Opportunities for individual meetings with staff members
● Frequent correspondence with staff
● Calendars and newsletters from the classroom teacher
● Assist with parties and special activities
● Observe the preschool class in action – please contact the assistant principal to schedule
● Parents provided surveys to give feedback on preschool program and program goals
● Some opportunities for family involvement include: Star Student of the week, Special

Readers, PTO Movie Night, classroom celebrations, and volunteering in the classroom.

Any parent of a child enrolled in the program shall be permitted unlimited access to the school during
its hours of operation to contact his/her child, evaluate the care provided by the program, the
premises, or for other purposes approved by the director. Upon entering the premises, the parent shall
report to the school office.

Preschool Licensing
The Preschool program is regulated by operational procedures that are defined by the Office of Early
Childhood within the State of Ohio Department of Education. A copy of the recent inspection and
current license is displayed in the preschool hallway and may be obtained upon request at the school
office. It is hoped that concerns or questions regarding the entrance, program, staffing or operation of
services, will be first made to the school building principal, preschool director, the Pupil Services
Director or lastly, the Superintendent. These individuals can be reached at:

Beth Trivelli, School Principal & Preschool Director 330-653-1226
Kelly Kempf, Director of Pupil Services   330-653-1426
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Superintendent: Phil Herman 330-653-1216

If you feel your concern/issue warrants contact of the governing body of the preschool you can contact
the Department of Education at:

ODE Division of Early Childhood Education 877-644-6338
Office of Early Learning and School Readiness 614-466-0224 Toll Free 877-644-6338

The procedures for a response to concerns raised can be found on the website operated by the
Department of Education (www.ode.state.oh.us).

Resources for Families
Healthchek is Ohio’s Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Program for
children from birth through age 21. The purpose of Healthchek is to discover and treat health problems
early. For more information please go to:
http://medicaid.ohio.gov/FOROHIOANS/Programs/Healthchek.aspx.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part C Assessments and Screenings are made
available to families through Ohio County Boards. They serve the two primary functions of determining
eligibility and service coordination. For more information please go to:
http://dodd.ohio.gov/IndividualFamilies/GettingStarted/Pages/default.aspx

If you have additional questions about this information or any of the resources available, please contact
the Preschool Director at 330-653-1226.

Preschool Behavior Management/Discipline
Our staff is trained in Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) as a way to handle discipline with a
positive approach. We believe that a positive, calm, supportive approach is the best way to respectfully
handle difficult situations. We want you to know that we follow the following ODE guidelines:

a. There shall be no cruel, harsh, corporal punishment or any unusual punishments such as,
but not limited to, punching, pinching, shaking, spanking or biting.

b. No discipline shall be delegated to any other child.
c. No physical restraints shall be used to confine a child by any means other than holding a

child for a short period of time, such as in a protective hug, so the child may regain control.
d. No child shall be placed in a locked room or confined in an enclosed area such as a closet, a

box, or a similar cubicle.
e. No child shall be subjected to profane language, threats, derogatory remarks about the child

or the child’s family or other verbal abuse.
f. Discipline shall not be imposed on a child for failure to eat, failure to sleep or toileting

accidents.
g. Techniques of discipline shall not humiliate, shame, or frighten a child.
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h. Discipline shall not include withholding food, rest or toilet use.
i. Separation, when used as discipline, shall be brief in duration and appropriate to the child’s

age and developmental ability and the child shall be within sight and hearing of a preschool
staff member in a safe, lighted, and well-ventilated space.

j. The center shall not abuse or neglect children and shall protect children from abuse and
neglect while in attendance in the preschool program.

k. The parent of a child enrolled in a center shall receive the center’s written discipline policy.
Behavior management should be a method of teaching children to express their emotions, needs and
wants in constructive, adaptive ways.  Our goal is to encourage children to develop self-control, learn
problem solving skills and responsibility for their own actions so they can interact positively with peers
and adults.  As such, the preschool staff choose from among several strategies to use the most effective
means to assist individuals and groups of children.

Strategies to prevent problem situations:
● Consistent implementation of PBIS Matrix across all school settings:  Be Ready, Be Respectful,

Be Responsible.
● Pre-teaching social skills, expected behaviors and routines that are practiced consistently.
● Setting up the learning environment to promote smooth transitions.
● Provide many choices of play equipment and activities
● Allow children time and opportunities to solve problems for themselves
● State suggestions or directions in a positive manner
● Use words and tone of voice that helps the child feel confident and self-assured
● Use of visual supports including visual schedules
● Provide outlets for releasing feelings of tension

Strategies when a problem situation occurs:
● Provide redirection and cueing verbally and non-verbally (use of visuals/schedules)
● Temporary distraction from the problem situation to refocus child’s attention
● Calming techniques such as speaking softly to the child and encouraging self-soothing

techniques
● Separation from the problem situation, as appropriate to the child, bu allowing a break in a

quiet area within the classroom
● Protecting the child from harming themselves or others
● Discussing the problem situation with the child or children involved to facilitate problem-solving

by having then generate possible solutions and carry them out
● A timeout may be used as a behavioral intervention in which the student, for a limited and

specified time, is separated from the class within the classroom or in a non-locked setting for
the purpose of self-regulating and controlling his or her own behavior. In a timeout, the student
is not physically restrained or prevented from leaving the area by physical barriers.

Strategies for after a problem situation occurs:
● Praise and recognition for appropriate behavior and problem solving
● Reinforcing skills acquired during the problem-solving activity for future use
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● Redirection to the previous activity or to another activity

Communicable Disease Policy
Preschool is a time when children are exposed to a variety of diseases.  In some cases when our special
needs children get sick it can become quite serious and require hospitalization.  If such a child is in the
class that your child attends, the teacher will ask you to be especially cautious about sending your child
to school if he/she is not well.  Often children leave home feeling fine only to show symptoms later in
the day.  The following is the procedure prescribed by the Ohio Department of Education – preschool
licensing policy that we follow in Hudson.

The following precautions shall be taken for children suspected of having a communicable disease:

(1) The program shall notify the parent or guardian of the child’s condition immediately when a child
has been observed with signs or symptoms of illness.

(2) A child with any of the following signs or symptoms of illness shall be isolated immediately and
discharged to his parent or guardian:

(a) Diarrhea (more than one abnormally loose stool within a 24-hour period);
(b) Severe coughing, causing the child to become red or blue in the face or to make a whooping
sound;
(c) Difficult or rapid breathing;
(d) Yellowish skin or eyes;
(e) Conjunctivitis;
(f) Temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit, taken by the auxiliary method, when in combination
with other signs of illness;
(g) Untreated infected skin patch(es);
(h) Unusually dark urine and/or grey or white stool;
(i) Stiff neck; or
(j) Evidence of lice, scabies or other parasitic infestation.

(3) A child with any of the following signs or symptoms of illness shall be isolated immediately from
other children. Decisions regarding whether the child should be discharged immediately or at some
other time during the day shall be determined by the director and the parent or guardian.
The child, while isolated at the program, shall be watched carefully for symptoms listed in
paragraph (B)(2) of this rule as well as the following:

(a) Unusual spots or rashes;
(b) Sore throat or difficulty in swallowing;
(c) Elevated temperature; or
(d) Vomiting.

In addition, Hudson City Schools requests that once a child has been sent home due to illness you
speak with the school nurse about when it is safe for your child to return to school depending on the
diagnosis.  Board Policy AG8450 and  AG8450A describe many common illnesses, the contagious period
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and how to return to school.  Below outlines the advice from Akron Children’s Hospital, our health care
provider.

Do not send your child to school if any of the following symptoms or conditions were present in the
last 24 hours. You may be asked to take your child home if your child:

• Has a fever of 100 degrees or higher. Your child may return to school when the temperature has
been normal (98.6) for 24 hours.

• Has been vomiting and/or diarrhea. If your child has two or more episodes during the previous
evening or night they may not attend school. Call your child’s doctor if symptoms continue for
more than 48 hours, your child has a fever or his/her condition worsens.

• Has a rash. All rashes must be diagnosed and/or treated by a physician for your child to remain
in school.

• Has bacterial infection. Your child may return to school after taking prescribed antibiotics for 24
hours.

• Has pink eye. If your child has thick mucus or pus draining from the eye (pink eye) he/she can
attend school after medical assessment/treatment. If an antibiotic is prescribed, the child must
be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to school.

• Has live lice. Please check with your school health clinic about the school district lice policy.

• Has been prescribed narcotics and is currently taking them. Students are not permitted to take
narcotics while at school. The student should return to school once their pain can be controlled
by Acetaminophen or Ibuprofen.

• Has symptoms that prevent him or her from participating in school, such as:

- Excessive tiredness, pale, difficult to wake, confused or irritable, lack of appetite

- Productive coughing, sneezing

- Continuous coughing

- Headache, body aches, earache

- Sore throat

A minor sore throat is usually not a problem, but a severe sore throat could be strep throat even if
there is no fever. Other symptoms of strep throat in children are headache and stomach upset. Contact
your pediatrician as your child needs a special test to determine if it is strep throat.

Keep your child home until his or her fever has been gone for 24 hours without medication. Colds can be
contagious for at least 48 hours. Returning to school too soon may slow the recovery process and
expose others unnecessarily to illness.

If you are unsure about whether or not to send your child to school, please contact the school health
clinic staff with any questions you may have. NASN sick day guidelines (January 2009)
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