Scaffolds and Supports

Scaffolds and Supports for Courses and Tutorials
Apex Learning Courses and Tutorials feature embedded supports and opt-in scaffolds that support the
mastery of rigorous, standards-based content for students who are English language learners.
•

Ability to self-pace: Students work at their own pace, which means a struggling reader has
enough time to read for comprehension.

•

Vocabulary Assistance: One-click vocabulary provides critical support for understanding
academic language. If students click a key term, a pop-up window is displayed with definitions
and pronunciations.
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•

Frequent Self-Checks: Students are provided with frequent opportunities, as often as once
every page or two in study activities, where they complete active learning activities to assess their
understanding of the content just covered.

•

Formative Feedback: Meaningful praise for correct answers and encouraging feedback for
incorrect answers reinforce student achievement. Feedback accompanies unscored embedded
self-checks as well as computer-scored assessments.
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•

Literacy Support: Literacy supports for struggling readers.

•

Translation: Apex Learning’s new generation of Courses embed multi-language translation and
text-to-speech across the entire Course. By embedding these supports into the course interface,
students can use them for every element of their learning experience—from assessments to
transcripts to on-page instruction. There are many options available for text-to-speech and
translation support for Tutorials using various web browsers.

Additional supports and scaffolds within Courses include:
•
•

Audio assistance: Students have the option to listen along as they read. Research indicates
that below-proficiency readers can read at proficiency when text is accompanied by audio.
Study assistance: Printable Study Sheets guide students through the content. These include
graphic organizers, note-taking guides, and practice questions to aid students as they learn
new material and review for tests.

Printable Study Guides provide guided note-taking
for students, when completing instructional activities.
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•

Stepping Out: Directions for complex tasks such as solving a proof or writing an essay are
broken into smaller steps with explanation and guidance. This helps students understand what is
expected of them and aids in the development of problem-solving skills.

Complex tasks, like essays, become manageable when the task
is broken into page-by-page instructions.
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•

Support Cards: These opt-in supports provide students with strategies for understanding the text
on the page (Reading Support,) reminders of previously taught concepts related to the lesson
(Rediscover,) and ways in which the lesson applies to real-life situations (Check It Out.)
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Supports for Struggling Readers Examples in Courses
Across all subject areas, we
provide clear, straightforward
language that is carefully
controlled and on or below
grade level to assist struggling
readers

Apex curriculum teaches active
reading strategies like: using
context clues, asking questions,
using advanced organizers, and
summarizing and notetaking
skills. The reading support and
rediscover cards in courses
activate prior knowledge when
reading.

The specific academic linked
vocabulary embedded into Apex
curriculum, provides insight into
specific word meanings in
context.
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Organizing and analyzing
information comes easy with
tools like: on screen graphic
organizers including examples
and printable study guides.

Hints are provided in Apex
curriculum, to surround students
with the support they need to
make an informed decision.

Close Reading features in
courses, will guide students
through complex texts and
documents.

For an overview of scaffolding in Apex Learning Courses please visit:
http://www.apexlearning.com/Videos/scaffold.html
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